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Highlights

fera variety of ways to
enable you to interoperate with
Microsoft products:

• Run Microsoft Windows on Sun 
workstations and servers

• Give users secure access to 
Microsoft applications with Sun 
Ray™ ultra-thin clients

• Use Microsoft Outlook clients 
with low-cost-per-mailbox Sun 
communications and collaboration
products

• Run the Microsoft Office-com-
patible StarOffice™ office suite on 
Solaris™, Linux, and Microsoft 
Windows platforms

• Deploy heterogeneous, open 
standards-based Web services

• Automatically provision and
synchronize user identity across 
platforms

A long history of interoperability

On April 2, 2004, Sun Microsystems and Microsoft surprised the world by setting aside

their adversarial positioning and establishing a new relationship based on cooperative

competition. The two companies signed a broad-reaching, 10-year intellectual property (IP) licensing

and technology collaboration agreement. With both Sun and Microsoft as full and equal partners,

the two companies embarked on a variety of projects designed to vastly improve interoperability.

One year later, on May 13, 2005, the two

companies have reaffirmed their commitment

to joint collaboration, and have demonstrated

this through a number of significant announce-

ments that are direct results of the developing

relationship. The companies have provided a

specification that enables Web single sign-on

and authentication across Microsoft Active

Directory and Sun’s identity products. They

have reiterated their commitment to the jointly

authored WS-Management protocol, which,

when fully implemented, will enable full system

management across Sun’s Solaris™ and Microsoft

Windows environments. Sun also licensed

Microsoft’s Remote Display Protocol (RDP) for

the Sun Ray™ ultra-thin client, which ultimately

will seamlessly enable mobility with security

for Microsoft Windows users on Sun Ray clients.

And finally, Sun and Microsoft have announced

continuing efforts toward certifying and opti-

mizing Microsoft Windows performance on

Sun’s AMD Opteron™ processor-powered work-

stations, servers, and storage technologies.

What many customers new to Sun may not

know is that Sun and Microsoft products have

worked well together for years. Sun customers

can populate their data centers and their

desktops with products from both companies

and have them interoperate — today.
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From the very beginning, Sun has designed its

products to operate in heterogeneous environ-

ments. Sun’s very first workstation, shipped in

1982, was built with open standards-based

TCP/IP networking so that it could communicate

with other networked computers. Today, open

standards-based interoperability includes run-

ning Microsoft Windows operating systems on

Sun’s AMD Opteron processor-powered servers,

creating highly secure networks using Kerberos,

and using Sun’s communications and collabo-

ration products with Microsoft Outlook clients.

Sun products also interoperate by implementing

similar functions. With the StarOffice™ office

suite, Sun delivers a set of features remarkably

similar to those found in the Microsoft Office

suite, plus Sun has made it easy to exchange

files with Office users. Sun supports open source

efforts to provide file, print, and authentication

services on reliable, scalable Sun server platforms.

What interoperability means to Sun customers

today is the freedom to build heterogeneous

networks and to choose best-of-breed hardware

and software solutions for their IT environments.

Interoperability also means investment protec-

tion and reduced risk because Sun customers

can purchase one set of data center-ready ser-

vers and storage, deploy them with the Solaris

Operating System, Linux, or Microsoft Windows

(“Windows”), and redeploy the same hardware

with a different operating system choice the

moment their needs change.

One platform, multiple operating systems

Did you know that you can use one server

platform to support your Solaris, Windows,

and Linux applications?

Sun is a “one-stop shop” for customers who

need to run multiple operating systems. With

the option to run Solaris, Windows, or Linux

software on Sun x64-architecture servers and

workstations, customers can use one vendor to

meet a wide range of requirements. With certi-

fied support for multiple operating systems

across the range of AMD Opteron processor-

powered Sun Fire™ servers, customers have the

flexibility and agility to deploy their choice of

operating system without having to change

system platforms as their requirements change.

This helps reduce the cost and complexity

required to support and manage multiple ven-

dors, helping increase return on investment

while reducing risk.

Sun’s AMD Opteron processor-based servers and

workstations, as well as most of Sun’s storage

products, have passed Microsoft’s stringent

compatibility testing suite and are listed in the

Windows Catalog. These Sun systems have

earned the “Designed for Windows” certifica-

tion, demonstrating Sun’s commitment to

meeting the needs of diverse enterprises.

In addition to Windows certifications, Sun

customers have easy online access to download

Windows drivers for certified Sun products.

Sun is covered by a Microsoft Premier Support

Services Agreement, which provides both com-

panies with direct access to engineering support

and designates dedicated full-time staff at

Microsoft to work exclusively with Sun.

Storage for heterogeneous environments

Did you know that you can use Sun storage

products to support your key platforms —

and that they are optimized to run Microsoft

applications even better?

Sun delivers a comprehensive set of storage

products and services that are tested and

certified to work together to meet customer

requirements in heterogeneous environments.

Sun’s storage portfolio includes best-in-class

arrays, heterogeneous storage management

software, and industry-leading innovation in

mid-range products. Sun storage solutions give

customers the tools they need to manage,

protect, access, and store their data — from

creation to deletion.

Sun StorEdge™ software products support

heterogeneous environments for managing

data at work, data in motion, and data at rest.

Sun storage solutions are built through a

network of best-in-class partners to operate in

multivendor environments using open standards

including Fibre Channel, NFS, CIFS, and iSCSI.

Sun storage products can flexibly support mul-

tiple operating systems, including the Solaris

OS, Linux, IBM AIX, and Windows, on the same

enterprise-class systems — helping to increase

efficiency, reduce costs, and improve reliability.

For years, Sun has delivered Windows Catalog-

certified storage systems and storage manage-

ment software. New storage certifications

improve support for clustering, and will con-

tinue to help optimize performance of Microsoft

Exchange Server and Microsoft SQL Server.






